[Fetal alcohol syndrome and malignant tumors].
This paper presents the case report of a 2 year-old boy in whom a grade II fetal alcohol syndrome was diagnosed at 17 months. At 21 months, an embryonal rhabdomyosarcoma of the urinary bladder trigone was found, and the tumour excised. Polychemotherapy was initiated, but bone-marrow depression and death in septicaemic shock followed. The main autopsy findings included the demonstration of tumour remnants in the urinary bladder and prostate, and a severe acute purulent pyelonephritis. This is the fifth case of fetal alcohol syndrome in conjunction with a malignant tumour to be reported in the international literature. These cases do not show any uniformity as to tumour type. No conclusion can as yet be drawn as to whether there is a pathogenetic connection between the fetal alcohol syndrome and the occurrence of malignant tumours (as is the case with the fetal hydantoin syndrome and neuroblastoma), or whether these findings are purely coincidental. Clinicians and pathologists should, however, be advised to look more closely for even minimally pronounced forms of the fetal alcohol syndrome in children with embryonic tumours.